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July 24,20L7
Via Certified Mail- Return Receipt Requested

Tracking No. 70122210000189892444

Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural Resources

64 N Union Street, Suite 468

Montgomery, AL 361"30

Notice of lntent to File Petition to Designate the Western North Atlantic Subpopulation

of Endangered Leatherback Sea Turtles as a Distinct Population Segment (DPS) and

Reclassify the DPS as Threatened under the Endangered Species Act

Dear State Agency Representative:

The Blue Water Fishermen's Associatíon ("BWFA")writes to inform you of its intent to file a petition

with the Secretary of the lnterior, through the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service ("FWS"), and the Secretary

of Commerce, through the National Marine Fisheries Service {"NMFS"), to designate as a distinct
population segment ("DPS") the western North Atlant¡c subpopulation of endangered leatherback sea

turtles (Dermochelys coriaceal and to reclassify that DPS as threatened pursuant to section 4 of the

Endangered Species Act ("ESA"), 16 U.S.C. 5 1533(bX3). Since the global listing of leatherback sea turtles
in 1970, a substantial amount of new scíentific and commercial information has become available that
demonstrates that the western North Atlant¡c subpopulation of leatherback sea turtles qualifies as a

discrete and significant DPS under the ESA. Further, threats to the western North Atlantic
subpopulation of leatherback sea turtles do not rise to the level that listing of the DPS as endangered is

warranted.

We provide this letter, as directed by 50 C.F,R, g 424.1"4(bl, to allow adequate time for affected states to

coordinate with and provide information to NMFS and/or FWS that is relevant to the petitioned action.

This letter has been sent to the wildlife agencies of all "states," as defined by L6 U,S.C. 5 t532(17l¡,

within the known, current range of leatherback sea turtles, including: Alabama, Alaska, American

Samoa, California, Connecticut, Delaware, Federated States of Micronesia, Florida, Georgia, Guam,

Hawaii, Louisiana, Maine, Marshall lslands, Maryland, Massachusetts, Mississippi, New Hampshire, New

Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Northern Mariana lslands, Oregon, Palau, Puerto Rico, Rhode lsland,

South Carolina, Texas, Virgínía, Virgin lslands, and Washington. This petition notice is being provided at

least 30 days prior to BWFA's submission of the petition to NMFS and FWS to enable states to send

information regarding the leatherback sea turtle directly to NMFS and/or FWS so that such information

may be considered concurrently with the petition.

Sincerely,

Jack Devnew
President of Blue Water Fishermen's Association

J

Re:

BOSTON, MA 02205

http ://www. bwfa -u sa.org
P.O. BOX 5L828 757-64t-7810
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J BIUE WATËR FISHERMEN'S

July 24,2017
Via Certified Mail - Return Receipt Requested

Tracking No. 70L22210000189894431

Alaska Department of Físh and Game
1255 W Bth Street
Juneau, AK 99802

Re Notice of lntent to File Petition to Designate the Western North Atlantic Subpopulation

of Endangered Leatherback Sea Turtles as a Distinct Population Segment (DPS) and

Reclassify the DPS as Threatened under the Endangered Species Act

Dear State Agency Representative

The Blue Water Fishermen's Association ("BWFA") writes to inform you of its intent to file a petition

with the Secretary of the lnterior, through the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service ("FWS"), and the Secretary

of Commerce, through the National Marine Fisheries Service ("NMFS"), to designate as a distinct
population segment ("DPS") the western North Atlantic subpopulation of endangered leatherback sea

turtles (Dermochelys coriocea\ and to reclassify that DPS as threatened pursuant to section 4 of the
Endangered Species Act ("ESA"), 16 U.S,C. S 1533{bX3). Since the global listing of leatherback sea turtles
in 1970, a substantial amount of new scientific and commercial information has become available that
demonstrates that the western North Atlantic subpopulation of leatherback sea turtles qualifies as a

discrete and significant DPS under the ESA. Further, threats to the western North Atlantic

subpopulation of leatherback sea turtles do not rise to the level that listing of the DPS as endangered is

warranted.

We provide this letter, as directed by 50 C.F,R, $ 424.14(b), to allow adequate time for affected states to

coordinate with and provide information to NMFS and/or FWS that is relevant to the petitioned action.

This letter has been sent to the wildlife agencies of all "states," as defined by 16 U,S.C, $ t532(171,

within the known, current range of leatherback sea turtles, íncluding: Alabama, Alaska, American

Samoa, California, Connecticut, Delaware, Federated States of Mìcronesia, Florida, Georgia, Guam,

Hawaii, Louisiana, Maine, Marshall lslands, Maryland, Massachusetts, Mississippi, New Hampshire, New

Jersey, NewYork, North Carolina, Northern Mariana lslands, Oregon, Palau, Puerto Rico, Rhode lsland,

South Carolina, Texas, Virginia, Virgín lslands, and Washington. This petition notice is being provided at

least 30 days prior to BWFA's submission of the petition to NMFS and FWS to enable states to send

infc¡rmation regarding the leatherback sea turtle directly to NMFS and/or FWS so that such information
may be considered concurrently wíth the petition.

Sincerely,

Jack Devnew
President of Blue Water Fishermen's Association

BOSTON, MA 02205
http :l/www. bwfa-usa.org

P,O. BOX 51828 757-64L-7834
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J BLUE WATER FISHERIUI E N'S
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July 24,2AI7
Via Certified Mail- Return Receipt Requested

Tracking No. 70122210000189894448

Office of the Governor
American Samoa Government
A, P, Lutali Executive Office Building

Pago Pago, Am. Samoa 96799

Notice of lntent to File Petition to Designate the Western North Atlantic Subpopulation

of Endangered Leatherback Sea Turtles as a Distinct Population Segment (DPS) and

Reclassify the DPS as Threatened under the Endangered Specíes Act

Dear State Agency Representative:

The Blue Water Fishermen's Association ("BWFA") writes to inform you of its intent to file a petition

with the Secretary of the lnterior, through the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Servíce ("FWS"), and the Secretary

of Commerce, through the National Marine Fisheries Service ("NMFS"), to designate as a distinct
population segment ("DPS") the western North Atlantic subpopulation of endangered leatherback sea

turtles (Dermochelys coriaceøl and to reclassify that DPS as threatened pursuant to section 4 of the

Endangered Species Act ("ESA"), 16 U.S,C, $ 1533(b)(3). Since the global listing of leatherback sea turtles

in 1970, a substantial amount of new scientific and commercial information has become available that
demonstrates that the western North Atlantic subpopulation of leatherback sea turtles qualifies as a

discrete and significant DPS under the ESA. Further, threats to the western North Atlantic
subpopulation of leatherback sea turtles do not ríse to the level that listing of the DPS as endangered is

warranted.

We provide this letter, as directed by 50 C,F,R. I 424,741b1, to allow adequate time for affected states to

coordinate with and provide information to NMFS and/or FWS that is relevant to the petitioned action.

This letter has been sent to the wildlife agencies of all "states," as defined by 16 U.S.C, 5 7532(L71,

within the known, current range of leatherback sea turtles, including: Alabama, Alaska, American

Samoa, California, Connecticut, Delaware, Federated States of Mícronesia, Florida, Georgia, Guam,

Hawaii, Louisiana, Maine, Marshall lslands, Maryland, Massachusetts, Mississippi, New Hampshire, New

Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Northern Mariana lslands, Oregon, Palau, Puerto Rico, Rhode lsland,

South Carolina, Texas, Virginia, Virgin lslands, and Washington. This petition notice is being provided at

least 30 days prior to BWFA's submission of the petition to NMFS and FWS to enable states to send

information regarding the leatherback sea turtle directly to NMFS and/or FWS so that such information

may be considered concurrently with the petÍtion.

Sincere.ly,

i'
Jack Devnew
President of Blue Water Fishermen's Association

Re

BOSTON, MA 02205
http ://www, bwfa-usa.org

P.O, BOX 51828 757-641-7830
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J BIUE WATER FISHERMEN'S

July 24,2017
Via Certified Mail - Return Receipt Requested

Tracking No. 70122210000189894455

California Department of Fish and Wildlife
1416 gth Street, 12th Floor

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Notice of lntent to File Petition to Designate the Western North Atlantic Subpopulation

of Endangered Leatherback Sea Turtles as a Distinct Population Segment (DPS) and

Reclassify the DPS as Threatened under the Endangered Species Act

Dear State Agency Representative

The Blue Water Fishermen's Association ("BWFA") writes to inform you of its intent to file a petition

with the Secretary of the lnterior, through the U.5. Fish and Wildlife Service ("FWS"), and the Secretary

of Commerce, through the National Marine Fisheries Service ("NMFS"), to designate as a distinct
population segment ("DPS") the western North Atlantic subpopulation of endangered leatherback sea

turtles (Dermochelys coriøceal and to reclassify that DPS as threatened pursuant to section 4 of the
Endangered Species Act ("ESA"), 16 U.S,C, 5 1533(b)(3). Since the global listing of leatherback sea turtles

in L970, a substantial amount of new scientific and commercial information has become available that
demonstrates that the western North Atlantic subpopulatíon of leatherback sea turtles qualifies as a

discrete and significant DPS under the ESA. Further, threats to the western North Atlantic

subpopulation of leatherback sea turtles do not rise to the level that lîsting of the DPS as endangered is

warranted.

We provide this letter, as directed by 50 C,F.R. 5 424.L4(bl, to allow adequate time for affected states to
coordinate with and provide informatíon to NMFS and/or FWS that is relevant to the petitioned action.

This letter has been sent to the wildlife agencies of all "states," as defined by 16 U.S,C, $ L532(17l¡,

within the known, current range of leatherback sea turtles, including: Alabama, Alaska, American

Samoa, California, Connecticut, Delaware, Federated States of Micronesia, Florida, Georgia, Guam,

Hawaii, Louisíana, Maine, Marshall lslands, Maryland, Massachusetts, Mississippi, New Hampshire, New

Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Northern Mariana lslands, Oregon, Palau, Puerto Rico, Rhode lsland,

South Caro[ina, Texas, Virginia, Virgin lslands, and Washington. This petition notice is being provided at

least 30 days prior to BWFA's submissìon of the petition to NMFS and FWS to enable states to send

information regarding the leatherback sea turtle directly to NMFS andlor FWS so that such information

may be considered concurrently with the petition.

Sincerely,

Jack Devnew
President of Blue Water Fishermen's Association

BOSTON, MA 02205
http ://www. bwf a-usa.org

P.O. BOX 51828 757-64L-7830
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BLUE WATER FISHERTUI E N'S^/
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July 24,2017
Via Certified Mail - Return Receîpt Requested

Tracking No. 70122210000189894462

Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection

Bureau of Natural Resources

79 Elm Street
Ha rtford, CT 06106-5127

Notice of lntent to File Petition to Designate the Western North Atlantic Subpopulation

of Endangered Leatherback Sea Turtles as a Distinct Population Segment (DPS) and

Reclassify the DPS as Threatened under the Endangered Species Act

Dear State Agency Representative:

The Blue Water Fishermen's Association ("BWFA") writes to inform you of its intent to file a petition

with the Secretary of the lnterior, through the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service ("FWS"), and the Secretary

of Commerce, through the National Marine Fisheries Service ("NMFS"), to designate as a distinct
population segment ("DPS") the western North Atlantic subpopulation of endangered leatherback sea

turtles (Dermochelys coriøceal and to reclassify that DPS as threatened pursuant to section 4 of the

Endangered Species Act ("ESA"), 16 U.S,C. S 1533(b)(3). Since the global listíng of leatherback sea turtles

in 1970, a substantial amount of new scientific and commercial information has become available that
demonstrates that the western North Atlantic subpopulatíon of leatherback sea turtles qualifies as a

discrete and significant DPS under the ESA. Further, threats to the western North Atlantic
subpopulation of leatherback sea turtles do not rise to the levelthat listing of the DP5 as endangered is

warranted.

We provide this letter, as directed by 50 C,F.R. g 424.I4(bt, to allow adequate time for affected states to
coordinate with and provide information to NMFS and/or FWS that is relevant to the petitioned action.

This letter has been sent to the wildlife agencies of all "states," as defined by 16 U.S.C. S 7532(171,

within the known, current range of leatherback sea turtles, including: Alabama, Alaska, American

Samoa, California, Connecticut, Delaware, Federated States of Mîcronesia, Florida, Georgia, Guam,

Hawaii, Louisiana, Maine, Marshall lslands, Maryland, Massachusetts, Mississippi, New Hampshire, New

Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Northern Mariana lslands, Oregon, Palau, Puerto Rico, Rhode lsland,

South Carolina, Texas, Virginia, Virgin lslands, and Washington, This petition notice is being provided at

least 30 days prior to BWFA's submission of the petition to NMFS and FWS to enable states to send

information regarding the leatherback sea turtle directly to NMFS and/or FWS so that such information

may be considered concurrently with the petition,

Si ncerely,

Jack Devnew
President of Blue Water Fishermen's Association

Re

BOSTON, MA 02205

http ;//www. bwfa-usa.org
P.O. BOX 51828 757-64t-7834
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BIUE WATER FISHERMEN'S

July 24,2017
Via Certified Mail - Return Receipt Requested

Tracking No, 70122210000189894479

Delaware Division of Fish and Wildlife
89 Kings Hîghway
Dover, DE 19901

Notice of lntent to File Petition to Designate the Western North Atlantic Subpopulation

of Endangered Leatherback Sea Turtles as a Distinct Population Segment (DPS) and

Reclassify the DPS as Threatened under the Endangered Species Act

Dear State Agency Representative:

The Blue Water Fishermen's Association ("BWFA")writes to inform you of its intent to file a petition

with the Secretary of the lnterior, through the U,S. Fish and Wildlife Service ("FWS"), and the Secretary

of Commerce, through the National Marine Fisheries Service t"NMFS"), to designate as a distinct
population segment ("DPS") the western North Atlantic subpopulation of endangered leatherback sea

turtles (Dermochelys coriaceal and to reclassify that DPS as threatened pursuant to section 4 of the

Endangered Species Act ("ESA"), 16 U.S.C. 5 1533(bX3). Since the global listing of leatherback sea turtles
in 1970, a substantial amount of new scientific and commercial information has become available that
demonstrates that the western North Atlantic subpopulation of leatherback sea turtles qualifies as a

discrete and significant DPS under the ESA. Further, threats to the western North Atlantic

subpopulation of leatherback sea turtles do not rise to the level that lísting of the DPS as endangered is

warranted.

We provide this letter, as directed by 50 C.F.R. â 424.14(b), to allow adequate time for affected states to
coordinate with and provide information to NMFS and/or FWS that is relevant to the petitioned action,

This letter has been sent to the wildlife agencies of all "states," as defined by 16 U.S.C. S t532(771,

within the known, current range of leatherback sea turtles, including: Alabama, Alaska, American

Samoa, California, Connecticut, Delaware, Federated States of Micronesia, Florida, Georgia, Guam,'

Hawaii, Louisiana, Maine, Marshall lslands, Maryland, Massachusetts, Mississippi, New Hampshire, New

Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Northern Mariana lslands, Oregon, Palau, Puerto Rico, Rhode lsland,

South Carolina, Texas, Virginia, Virgin lslands, and Washington. This petition notíce is being provided at

least 30 days prior to BWFA's submission of the petition to NMFS and FWS to enable states to send

information regarding the leatherback sea turtle directly to NMFS andlor FWS so that such information

may be considered concurrently with the petition.

Sincerely,

Jack Devnew
President of Blue Water Fishermen's Association

-/

Re

BOSTON, MA 02205

http ://www. bwfa-usa.org
P.O. BOX 51828 757-64L-7830
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J BtUË W^åTER FISFIERM E N'S

July 24,2017
Via Certified Mail - Return Receipt Requested

Tracki ng No, 7012221"0000189894295

Federated States of Micronesia Department of Resources and Development

P.O.Box PS-12

Palikir, Pohnpei
FSM 96941

Notice of lntent to File Petition to Desígnate the Western North Atlantic Subpopulation

of Endangered Leatherback Sea Turtles as a Distinct Population Segment (DPS) and

Reclassify the DPS as Threatened under the Endangered Specíes Act

Dear State Agency Representative:

The Blue Water Fishermen's Association ("BWFA") writes to inform you of its intent to file a petition

with the Secretary of the lnterior, through the U,S. Fish and Wildlife Service ("FWS"), and the Secretary

of Commerce, through the National Marine Fisheries Service ("NMFS"), to designate as a distinct
population segment ("DP5") the western North Atlantic subpopulation of endangered leatherback sea

turtles (Dermochelys coriaceal and to reclassify that DPS as threatened pursuant to section 4 of the
Endangered Species Act ("ESA"), 16 U.S.C. 5 1533(b)(3). Since the global listing of leatherback sea turtles
in 1970, a substantial amount of new scientific and commercial information has become available that
demonstrates that the western North Atlantic subpopulation of leatherback sea turtles qualifies as a

discrete and significant DPS under the ESA. Further, threats to the western North Atlantic

subpopulation of leatherback sea turtles do not rise to the level that listing of the DPS as endangered is

warranted.

We provide this letter, as directed by 50 C.F.R. 5 424.14(b), to allow adequate time for affected states to

coordinate with and provide information to NMFS and/or FWS that is relevant to the petitioned action,

This letter has been sent to the wildlife agencies of all "states," as defined by 16 U.S.C. 5 1532(17),

within the known, current range of leatherback sea turtles, íncluding: Alabama, Alaska, American

Samoa, California, Connecticut, Delaware, Federated States of Micronesia, Florida, Georgia, Guam,

Hawaii, Louisiana, Maine, Marshall lslands, Maryland, Massachusetts, Mississippi, New Hampshire, New

Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Northern Mariana lslands, Oregon, Palau, Puerto Rico, Rhode lsland,

South Carolina, Texas, Virginia, Virgin lslands, and Washington, This petition notice is being provided at

least 30 days prior to BWFA's submission of the petition to NMFS and FWS to enable states to send

information regarding the leatherback sea turtle directly to NM FS and/or FWS so that such information

may be considered concurrently with the petition.

Sincerely,

Jack Devnew
President of Blue Water Fishermen's Association

Re

BOSTON, MA 02205

http ://www. bwfa-usa.org
P.O, BOX 51828 7s7-641-7830
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BLUE WATER FISHERMEN'S
i,ii, 3 .l, {:}'r; ü",,rr i'Í {} liÌ

July 24,201-7
Via Certified Mail - Return Receipt Requested

Tracking No. 70122210000189894301

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission

620 South Meridian Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600

Notice of lntent to File Petition to Designate the Western North Atlantic Subpopuiation

of Endangered Leatherback Sea Turtles as a Distinct Population Segment (DPS) and

Reclassify the DPS as Threatened under the Endangered Species Act

Dear State Agency Representative:

The Blue Water Fishermen's Association {"BWFA") writes to inform you of its intent to file a petition

wìth the Secretary of the lnterior, through the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service ("FWS"), and the Secretary

of Commerce, through the National Marine Fisheries Service ("NMFS"), to designate as a distinct

population segment ("DPS") the western North Atlantic subpopulation of endangered leatherback sea

turtles (Dermochelys coriaceal and to reclassify that DPS as threatened pursuant to section 4 of the

Endangered Species Act ("ESA"), 16 U.5,C. S 1533(bX3). Since the global listing of leatherback sea turtles

in 1970, a substantial amount of new scientific and commercial information has become available that

demonstrates that the western North Atlantíc subpopulation of leatherback sea turtles qualifies as a

discrete and significant DPS under the ESA. Further, threats to the western North Atlantic

subpopulation of leatherback sea turtles do not rise to the level that listing of the DPS as endangered is

warranted.

We provide thís letter, as directed by 50 C,F.R. 5 424.74{bl, to allow adequate time for affected states to

coordinate with and provide information to NMFS and/or FWS that is relevant to the petitioned action.

This letter has been sent to the wildlife agencies of all "states," as defined by 16 U.S.C. 5 1532(17),

within the known, current range of leatherback sea turtles, includíng: Alabama, Alaska, American

Samoa, California, Connecticut, Delaware, Federated States of Micronesia, Florída, Georgia, Guam,

Hawaii, Louisiana, Maine, Marshall lslands, Maryland, Massachusetts, Mississippi, New Hampshire, New

Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Northern Mariana lslands, Oregon, Palau, Puerto Rico, Rhode lsland,

South Carolina, Texas, Virginia, Virgin lslands, and Washington. This petition notîce is being provided at

least 30 days prior to BWFA's submission of the petition to NMFS and FWS to enable states to send

information regarding the leatherback sea turtle directly to NMFS and/or FWS so that such information

may be cons¡dered concurrently with the petition.

Sincerely,

Jack Devnew
President of Blue Water Físhermen's Association

Re:

BOSTON, MA 02205

http :/1www, bwfa-usa. org
P.O. BOX 51828 7s7-64L-7830



U.S. Postal Service"
CERTIFIED MAIL,." RECEIPT
(Domestic Mail Only; No lnsurance Coverage Provided)

Fe $ $ A $ *H ffi ffitr#*&* ifu#W$*
$

$t

For delivery information visit ou¡ website at www.

rl
Ef
m

IT
4
fr
EO

rjl
trl
tr¡
E
tr¡
rt
ru
ru

ru
rt
E
l-!

Posùago

Côrtilled Fee

Retum Recsipt Fso
(Endorsement Bequired)

Restricted Dellvery Fee
(Endorsement Requhed)

Total Postagg & Foos

on the reverse
to you.
the mailpiece,

I
I

A,r Complete
Item 4lf

t Print your name and
so that we can return the card

r Attach this card to the back of
or on the front if sPace Permits.

1. Artlcle Addressed to:

Florida l-i:,,; ld Wrldlife
Ccrnservai,.., l,ommissiorr
6lJ Sor"r'ih ' 'r¡dian Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600

2. Artlcle Number

x ,ñNent

C. Date of Delivery ,

7*
D. ls delivery addr€ss difforent from Item 1? Yes

lf YES, enter delivery address below: ,'úNo

E lnsured Mail E c.o.D.

4. Restricted Delivery? Extn Fee) E Yes

?t]1,¿ aelE IlEnl årÉr '{3u1,

3. Sorv¡ceTypo

9l Certmed Matì E ExPress Mall
'E Reglstered E Return Recelpt for Merchandlse

Florida Fish and Wildlife
'êiräåî,-tiitl i Conse rvatio n Co m m issio n
orPOBoxN 620 South Meridian Street

Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600

See Fìeverse for lnstructionsPS Fornr 3800. Augusl 2006

B. Received bY ( Prìnted Name)

COMPLETE THIS SECTION ON DELIVERY
sENÞË[:.i: i.;tt[v,:,¡t , , tHr:ì s¡:û l]oN

ftom seruicelabel)

'PSForm 381 1, reoruary 2004 Domêstlc Return Recelpt
.l02595-02-M-1640 

I



BLUE IT'ATER FISHERM E N'S
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July 24,20L7
Via Certified Mail- Return Receipt Requested

Tracking No. 70122210000189894318

Georgia Department of Natural Resources

One Conservation Way
Brunswick, GA 31520

Notíce of lntent to File Petition to Designate the Western North Atlantic Subpopulation

of Endangered Leatherback Sea Turtles as a Distinct Population Segment (DPS) and

Reclassify the DPS as Threatened under the Endangered Species Act

Dear State Agency Representative:

The Blue Water Fishermen's Association ("BWFA") writes to inform you of its intent to file a petition

with the Secretary of the lnterior, through the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service ("FWS"), and the Secretary

of Cornmerce, through the National Marine Fisheries Service ("NMFS'), to designate as a distinct

population segment ("DPS") the western North Atlantic subpopulation of endangered leatherback sea

tu rtles lDermochelys coriaceol a nd to reclassify that DPS as threate ned pursua nt to section 4 of the

Endangered Species Act ("ESA"), 16 U,S.C. 5 1533(b)(3). Since the global listing of leatherback sea turtles

in 1970, a substantial amount of new scientific and commercial information has become available that

demonstrates that the western North Atlantic subpopulation of leatherback sea turtles qualifies as a

discrete and significant DPS under the ESA. Further, threats to the western North Atlantic

subpopulation of leatherback sea turtles do not rise to the level that listing of the DPS as endangered is

warranted.

We provide this letter, as directed by 50 C.F.R. S 424.14(b), to allow adequate time for affected states to

coordinate with and provide information to NMFS and/or FWS that is relevant to the petitioned actíon'

This letter has been sent to the wildlife agencies of all "states," as defined by 16 U.S.C, S t532(171,

within the known, current range of leatherback sea turtles, including: Alabama, Alaska, American

5amoa, California, Connecticut, Delaware, Federated States of Micronesia, Florida, Georgia, Guam,

Hawaii, Louisiana, Maine, Marshall lslands, Maryland, Massachusetts, Missíssippi, New Hampshire, New

Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Northern Mariana lslands, Oregon, Palau, Puerto Rico, Rhode lsland,

South Carolina, Texas, Virginia, Virgin lslands, and Washington, This petition notice is being provided at

least 30 days prior to BWFA's submission of the petition to NMFS and FWS to enable states to send

information regarding the leatherback sea turtle directly to NMFS and/or FWS so that such information

may be considered concurrently with the petition.

SincereJy,

J

Re

Jack Devnew
President of Blue Water Fishermen's Association

BOSTON, MA 02205
http ://www. bwfa-usa.org

P.O, BOX 51828 7s7-64L-7830
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BLUE WATER FISHERfUI E I\I'S
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July 24,2017
Via Certified Mail - Return Receipt Requested

Trackins No. 70131710000168604363

Division of Aquatic and Wildlife Resources

Guam Department of Agriculture
163 Dairy Road

Mangilao, Guam 96913

Re: Notice of lntent to File Petìtion to Designate the Western North Atlantic Subpopulation

of Endangered Leatherback Sea Turtles as a Distinct Population Segment (DPS) and

Reclassify the DPS as Threatened under the Endangered Species Act

Dear State Agency Representative:

The Blue Water Fishermen's Association ("BWFA") writes to inform you of its intent to fíle a petit¡on

with the Secretary of the lnterior, through the U,S. Fîsh and Wildlife Service ("FWS"), and the Secretary

of Commerce, through the National Marine Fisheries Service ("NMFS"), to designate as a distinct

population segment ("DPS") the western North Atlantic subpopulation of endangered leatherback sea

turtles (Ðermochelys corioceol and to reclassify that DPS as threatened pursuant to section 4 of the

Endangered Species Act ("ESA"), 16 U.S,C. 5 1533(bX3). Since the global listing of leatherback sea turtles

in 1970, a substant¡al amount of new scientific and commercial information has become available that

demonstrates that the western North Atlantic subpopulatíon of leatherback sea turtles qualifies as a

discrete and significant DPS under the ESA. Further, threats to the western North Atlantic

subpopulation of leatherback sea turtles do not rise to the level that listing of the DPS as endangered is

warranted.

We provide this letter, as directed by 50 C.F.R. ç 424.14(b), to allow adequate time for affected states to

coordinate with and provide information to NMFS and/or FWS that is relevant to the petitioned action.

This ietter has been sent to the wildlife agencies of all "states," as defined by 16 U.S,C. S 15321771,

within the known, current range of leatherback sea turtles, încluding: Alabama, Alaska, American

Samoa, California, Connecticut, Delaware, Federated States of Micronesia, Florida, Georgia, Guam,

Hawaii, Louisiana, Maine, Marshall lslands, Maryland, Massachusetts, Mississippi, New Hampshire, New

Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Northern Mariana lslands, Oregon, Palau, Puerto Rico, Rhode lsland,

South Carolina, Texas, Virginia, Virgin lslands, and Washington. This petition notice is beíng provided at

least 30 days prior to BWFA's submission of the petition to NMFS and FWS to enable states to send

informatíon regarding the leatherback sea turtle directly to NMFS and/or FWS so that such information

may be considered concurrently with the petition,

Sincerely,

./",

Jack Devnew
President of Blue Water Fishermen's Association

J

BOSTON, MA 02205

http://www.bwfa-usa.org
P.O. BOX 5L828 7s7-641-7830
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BIUE WATER FIS}'IERM E N'S

July 24,2017
Via Certified Mail - Return Receipt Requested

Irackins No. 70131710000168604270

Hawaii Department of Land and Natural Resources

1151 Punchbowl Street
Honolulu, Hl 968L3

Notice of lntent to File Petition to Designate the Western North Atlantic Subpopulation

of Endangered Leatherback Sea Turtles as a Distinct Population Segment (DPS) and

Reclassify the DPS as Threatened under the Endangered Species Act

Dear State Agency Representative:

The Blue Water Fishermen's Association ("BWFA") writes to inform you of its intent to file a petition

with the Secretary of the lnterior, through the U.S, Fish and Wildlife Service ("FWS"), and the Secretary

of Commerce,through the Natíonal Marine Fisheries Service ('NMFS"), to designate asa distinct
population segment ("DPS") the western North Atlantíc subpopulation of endangered leatherback sea

turtles (Dermochelys coríacea) and to reclassify that DPS as threatened pursuant to section 4 of the
Endangered Species Act ("ESA"), 16 U.S.C. S 1533(b)(3). Since the global listing of leatherback sea turtles
in 1970, a substantial amount of new scientific and commercial information has become available that
demonstrates that the western North Atlantic subpopulation of ieatherback sea turtles qualifies as a

discrete and significant DPS under the ESA. Further, threats to the western North Atlantic

subpopulation of leatherback sea turtles do not rise to the level that listing of the DPS as endangered is

warranted.

We provide this letter, as directed by 50 C,F.R. 5 424.14(b), to allow adequate time for affected states to
coordinate with and provide information to NMFS and/or FWS that is relevant to the petitioned action.

This letter has been sent to the wildlife agencies of all "states," as defined by 16 U,S.C. S !532(171,
within the known, current range of leatherback sea turtles, including: Alabama, Alaska, American

Samoa, California, Connecticut, Delaware, Federated States of Micronesia, Florida, Georgia, Guam,

Hawaii, Louisiana, Maine, Marshall lslands, Maryland, Massachusetts, Mississippi, New Hampshire, New

Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Northern Mariana lslands, Oregon, Palau, Puerto Rico, Rhode lsland,

South Carolina, Texas,Virginia, Virgin lslands, and Washington. This petition notice is being provided at

least 30 days prior to BWFA's submissíon of the petition to NMFS and FWS to enable states to send

information regarding the leatherback sea turtle directly to NMFS and/or FWS so that such information

may be considered concurrently with the petition.

Sincere,ly,

Jack Devnew
President of Blue Water Fishermen's Association

J

Re

BOSTON, MA 02205

http ://www. bwfa-usa. org
P.O. BOX 51828 757,64t-7830
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a.J EIUE WATER FISHERTil E il'SJ

July 24,20L7
Via Certified Mail - Return Receipt Requested

Tracking No, 70131710000168604287

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

2000 Quail Drive
Baton Rouge, LA 70808

Notice of lntent to File Petition to Designate the Western North Atlantic Subpopulation

of Endangered Leatherback Sea Turtles as a Distinct Population Segment (DPS) and

Reclassify the DPS as Threatened under the Endangered Specíes Act

Dear State Agency Representative:

The Blue Water Fishermen's Association ("BWFA") writes to inform you of its intent to file a petition

with the Secretary of the lnterior, through the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service ("FWS"), and the Secretary

of Commerce, through the National Marine Fisheries Service ("NMFS"), to designate as a distinct

population segment ("DPS") the western North Atlantic subpopulation of endangered leatherback sea

turtles (Dermochelys coriocea) and to reclassify that DPS as threatened pursuant to section 4 of the

Endangered Species Act ("ESA"), 16 U.S,C. S 1533(b)(3). Since the global listing of leatherback sea turtles

in 1970, a substantial amount of new scientific and commercial information has become available that
demonstrates that the western North Atlantic subpopulation of leatherback sea turtles qualifies as a

discrete and sígnificant DPS under the ESA. Further, threats to the western North Atlantic

subpopulation of leatherback sea turtles do not rise to the levèlthat listing of the DPS as endangered is

warranted.

We provide this letter, as directed by 50 C,F.R. S 424.14(b), to allow adequate time for affected states to

coordinate with and provide information to NMFS and/or FWS that is relevant to the petitioned action.

This letter has been sent to the wildlife agencies of all "states," as defined by 16 U'S.C. S 7532(77ll,

wíthin the known, current range of leatherback sea turtles, including: Alabama, Alaska, American

Samoa, California, Connecticut, Delaware, Federated States of Micronesia, Florida, Georgia, Guam,

Hawaii, Louisiana, Maine, Marshall lslands, Maryland, Massachusetts, Mississippi, New Hampshire, New

Jersey, New York, North Carolína, Northern Mariana lslands, Oregon, Palau, Puerto Rico, Rhode lsland,

South Carolína, Texas, Virginia, Virgin lslands, and Washington. This petit¡on notice is being provided at

least 30 days prior to BWFA's submission of the petition to NMFS and FWS to enable states to send

information regarding the leatherback sea turtle directly to NMFS and/or FWS so that such information

may be considered concurrently with the petition.

Sincerely,

iack Devnew
President of Blue Water Fishermen's Association

Re

BOSTON, MA 02205

http ://www. bwfa-usa.org
P.O" BOX 51828 757-64L-7830
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BIUE WATER FISHERTil E N'S

July 24,2077
Via Certified Mail- Return Receipt Requested

Tracking No, 7013L710000168604294

Maine Department of lnland Fisheries and Wildlife
4L State House Station
Augusta, ME 04330

Notice of lntent to File Petition to Designate the Western North Atlantic Subpopulation

of Endangered Leatherback Sea Turtles as a Distinct Population Segment (DPS) and

Reclassify the DPS as Threatened under the Endangered Species Act

Dear State Agency Representative

The Blue Water Fishermen's Association ("BWFA") writes to inform you of its intent to file a petition

with the Secretary of the lnterior, through the U.5. Fish and Wildlife Service ("tWS"), and the Secretary

of Commerce, through the National Marine Fisheries Service ("NMFS"), to designate as a distinct
population segment ("DPS") the western North Atlantic subpopulation of endangered leatherback sea

turtles (Dermochelys coriaceo) and to reclassify that DPS as threatened pursuant to section 4 of the

Endangered Species Act ("ESA"), 16 U.S.C. S 1533(b)(3). Since the global listing of leatherback sea turtles

in 1970, a substantial amount of new scientific and commercial information has become available that
demonstrates that the western North AtlantÌc subpopulation of leatherback sea turtles qualifies as a

discrete and significant DPS under the ESA. Further, threats to the western North Atlantic

subpopulation of leatherback sea turtles do not rise to the level that lísting of the DPS as endangered is

warranted.

We províde thîs letter, as directed by 50 C,F.R. g 424,I$(bl, to allow adequate time for affected states to
coordinate with and provide information to NMFS and/or FWS that is relevant to the petitioned action,

This letter has been sentto the wildlife agencies of all"states," as defined by 16 U.S.C.5 t5321171,

within the known, current range of leatherback sea turtles, inciuding: Alabama, Alaska, American

Samoa, California, Connecticut, Delaware, Federated States of Micronesia, Florida, Georgia, Guam,

Hawaii, Louisiana, Maine, Marshall lslands, Maryland, Massachusetts, Mississippi, New Hampshire, New

Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Northern Mariana lslands, Oregon, Palau, Puerto Rico, Rhode lsland,

South Carolina, Texas, Virginia, Virgin lslands, and Washington. This petition notice is being provided at

least 30 days prior to BWFA's submission of the petition to NMFS and FWS to enable states to send

informatíon regarding the leatherback sea turtle directly to NMFS and/or FWS so that such information

may be considered concurrently with the petition,

Sincerely,

J

Re:

Jack Devnew
President of Blue Water Fishermen's Associatíon

BOSTON, MA 02205
http :l/www. bwfa-usa.org

P.O. BOX s1828 7s7-647,7830
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BIUE WATEÍI FISHERTH E N'S
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July 28,2017
Via Certífied Mail - Return Receipt Requested

Tracking No. 70131710000168604485

Marshall lslands Marine Resources Authority
P.O. Box 860
Delap Majuro, MH 96960

Notice of lntent to File Petition to Designate the Western North Atlantic Subpopulation
of Endangered Leatherback Sea Turtles as a Distinct Population Segment (DPS) and

Reclassify the DPS as Threatened under the Endangered Species Act

Dear State Agency Representative:

The Blue Water Fishermen's Association ("BWFA") writes to inform you of its intent to file a petition
with the Secretary of the lnterior, through the U.S, Fish and Wildlife Service ("FWS'), and the Secretary

of Commerce, through the National Marine Fisheries Service ("NMFS"), to designate as a distinct
population segment ("DPS") the western North Atlantic subpopulation of endangered leatherback sea

turtles (Dermochelys coríaceal and to reclassify that DPS as threatened pursuant to section 4 of the
Endangered SpecÌes Act ("ESA"), 1.6 U,S.C. $ 1533(bX3). Since the global listing of leatherback sea turtles
in L97O, a substantial amount of new scientific and commercial information has become available that
demonstrates that the western North Atlantic subpopulation of leatherback sea turtles qualifies as a

discrete and significant DPS under the ESA. Further, threats to the western North Atlantic
subpopulation of leatherback sea turtles do not rise to the level that listing of the DPS as endangered is
warranted.

We provide this letter, as directed by 50 C.F.R, g 424.141b), to allow adequate time for affected states to
coordinate with and provide information to NMFS and/or FWS that is relevant to the petitioned action.
This letter has been sent to the wildlife agencies of all "states," as defined by 16 U.5.C. S 1532(17),
within the known, current range of leatherback sea turtles, including: Alabama, Alaska, American

Samoa, California, Connecticut, Delaware, Federated States of Micronesia, Florida, Georgia, Guam,

Hawaíi, Louisiana, Maine, Marshall lslands, Maryland, Massachusetts, Mississippi, New Hampshire, New

Jersey, NewYork, North Carolina, Northern Mariana lslands, Oregon, Palau, Puerto Rico, Rhode lsland,

South Carolina, Texas, Virginia, Virgin lslands, and Washington. This petition notice is being provided at
least 30 days prior to BWFA's submission of the petition to NMFS and FWS to enable states to send

information regarding the leatherback sea turtle directly to NMFS and/or FWS so that such information
may be considered concurrently with the petition.

Re

Sincerely,

/a..,'/
JaÉk Devnew

. President of Blue Water Fishermen's Association

BOSTON, MA 02205
http ://www. bwfa-usa.org

P.O. BOX s1828 757-641-7830
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Hello A Taylor,
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USPS.com.
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r.J BIUE WATER FISHERTUI E N'S
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July 24,2017
Via Certified Mail- Return Receipt Requested

Tracking No, 70131710000168604317

Maryland Departr¡ent of Natural Resources

580 Taylor Ave

Annapolis, MD 2140L

Re: Notice of lntent to File Petition to Designate the Western North Atlantic Subpopulation

of Endangered Leatherback Sea Turtles as a Dístinct Population Segrnent {DPS} and

Reclassify the DPS as Threatened under the Endangered Species Act

Dear State Agency Representative

The Blue Water Fishermen's Association ("BWFA") writes to inform you of its intent to file a petition

with the Secretary of the lnterior, through the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service {"FWS"), and the Secretary

of Commerce, through the National Marine Fisheries Service ("NMFS"), to designate as a distinct
population segment {"DPS") the western North Atlantlc subpopulation of endangered leatherback sea

turtles (Ðermochelys cariaceal and to reclassify that DPS as threatened pursuant to section 4 of the
Endangered Species Act ("ESA"), 16 U.S.C, 5 1533{b)(3). Since the global listing of leatherback sea turtles
in 1970, a substantial amount of new scientific and commercial information has become available that
demonstrates that the western North Atlantic subpopulation of leatherback sea turtles qualifies as a

discrete and significant DPS under the ESA. Further, threats to the western North Atlantic

subpopulation of leatherback sea turtles do not rise to the level that listing of the DPS as endangered is

warranted.

We provide this letter, as directed by 50 C,F.R. 5 424,!4(b), to allow adequate time for affected states to
coordinate with and provide information to NMFS and/or FWS that is relevant to the petitioned action.

This letter has been sent to the wildlife agencies of all "states," as defined by 16 U.5.C. 5 1532(17),

within the known, current range of leatherback sea turtles, including: Alabama, Alaska, American

Samoa, California, Connecticut, Delaware, Federated States of Micronesia, Florida, Georgia, Guam,

Hawaii, Louisiana, Maine, Marshall lslands, Maryland, Massachusetts, Mississippi,.New Hampshire, New

Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Northern Mariana lslands, Oregon, Palau, Puerto Rico, Rhode lsland,

South Carolina, Texas, Virginia, Virgin lslands, and Washington. This petition notice is being provided at

least 30 days prior to BWFA's submission of the petition to NMFS and FWS to enable states to send

information regardîng the leatherback sea turtle directly to NMFS and/or FWS so that such information

may be considered concurrently with the petition.

Sincerely,

J

Jack Devnew
President of Blue Water Fishermen's Assocíation

BOSTON, MA 02205

http://www. bwfa-usa.o rg
P.O. BOX 51828 757-641-7830



U.S. Postal Service''
RECEIPTERTIFIED MAIL''c

Mail No Insurance

¡''81 l:,.-.. rä
il ìil*s It

.E:'i
s-..å

!]i
l.! S!: il
\\.,.$ \t,iÏ l)"Y.

$

For
website alinlormation v¡s¡t our

r!
rã
m
t
Ê¡
.-t¡
rf¡
-!
r{
E¡
trl

Restricted Delivery.Foe
(EndorsBmsnt Boquirso)

trl
E
rq
r-
rj|

m
rq
tr¡
r!

Postago

Cartilied Fee

Rotum Roceipt Fos
(Endorsemsnt Rêquired)

Total Poslage & Fees

or PO Box No.

Maryland DePartment
Natural Resources

iäJåXii':tnuå "oo'

'c-r-n
of

T

¡

i't. Rrtictenoaressedto:

Maryl
Natu ra I

s80
Annapo 21401

A, Signature
..Ei-Ágût

C. Date of Dellv€ry

D. ls delivery dlffer€ntfrcm it€m 1? Yes

lf YES, enter delivêry addross bêlow: ENo

o. Service TYPe

ÉC.ttttt"O tt¡.lt

El Reglstered
E lnsured Mall

E Exprese Mall

E.Roturn Recêlpt for Merchandlse

2. Artlcle Number
îtom seil¡cê labe/i

PS Form 381 1, February 2004

tr c.o.D.

4. Restrlcted Dêllvqry? (tYfra Fee) El Yee

?u13 1?1U t10El, båhB I+31?

Domestlc Roturn Recelpt

B. Received Name)

COMPLETE THIS SECTION AN DELIVERY

SENÞER: COMPLEI'E f}/,S S[CT70N



BLUE WATER FISHERTü E N'S
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July 24,2017
Via Certified Mail - Return Receipt Requested

Tracking No, 70131710000168604324

Massachusetts Department of Fish and Game

251 Causeway St, Suite 400
Boston, MA021L4-2152

Notice of lntent to File Petition to Designate the Western North AtlantÍc Subpopulation

of Endangered Leatherback Sea Turtles as a Distinct Population Segment (DPS) and

Reclassify the DPS as Threatened under the Endangered Species Act

Ðear State Agency Representative

The Blue Water Fishermen's Association ("BWFA") writes to inform you of its intent to file a petition

with the Secretary of the lnterior, through the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service ("FWS"), and the Secretary

of Commerce, through the National Marine Fisheries Service ("NMF5"), to designate as a distinct
population segment ("DPS") the western North Atlantic subpopulation of endangered leatherback sea

turtles lÐermochelys coriacea) and to reclassify that DPS as threatened pursuant to section 4 of the

Endangered Species Act ("ESA"), 1.6 U.S.C. S 1533(bX3). Since the global listing of leatherback sea turtles
in 1970, a substantial amount of new scientific and commercial information has become available that
demonstrates that the western North Atlantic subpopulation of leatherback sea turtles qualifies as a

discrete and significant DPS under the ESA. Further, threats to the western North Atlantic

subpopulation of leatherback sea turtles do not rise to the level that listing of the DPS as endangered is

warranted.

We provide this letter, as directed by 50 C,F,R. g 424.74(bl, to allow adequate time for affected states to
coordinate with and provide information to NMFS and/or,FWS that is relevant to the petitioned action,

This letter has been sent to the wildlife agencies of all "states," as defined by 16 U,S.C. I t532ll7),
within the known, current range of leatherback sea turtles, including: Alabama, Alaska, American

Samoa, California, Connecticut, Delaware, tederated States of Micronesia, Florida, Georgia, Guam,

Hawaii, Louisiana, Maine, Marshall lslands, Maryland, Massachusetts, Mississippi, New Hampshire, New

Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Northern Mariana lslands, Oregon, Palau, Puerto Rico, Rhode lsland,

South Carolina, Texas, Virginia, Virgin lslands, and Washington, This petition notice is being provided at

least 30 days prior to BWFA's submission of the petition to NMFS and FWS to enable states to send

inforrnation regarding the leatherback sea turtle directly to NMFS andlor FWS so that such information

may be considered concurrently with the petition,

Sincerely,

Jack Devnew
President of Blue Water Fishermen's Association

^/

Re

BOSTON, MA 02205
http ://www. bwfa-usa.o rg

P.O. BOX 51828 757-64L-7830



U.S. Postal Service,,
CERTIFIED MAIL,- RECEIPT

No lnsurance CoverageMail

{,Ë L- l".:

$

fa.
2-11

$ c.sç
Massachusetts Department of
Fish and Game
25L Causeway St, Su¡te 400
Boston, MA02tI4-2752

SÌrê:eî,'
otPOtr

¡nformatlon vlslt our website atFor

PS Form 3800. August 2006 See Reverse for lnslruct¡ons

.1
ru
m
:1

tr¡
JI
Êo
JT

r¡t
Êt
tr¡
tr¡

E¡
r:l
ruÉ
m
rjt
E
rr

Postage

Certified Fes

Retum RecelDt F€â
(Endorsement Reduired)

Restr¡ctsd Del¡verv Fse
(Endorsement Feqúired)

Total Postage & Fees

-l

¡ Complete ¡tems 1' 2, and 3. Also complete
¡tem + it Restrlcted Dsllvery ls desired'

¡ Print vour name and address on thg reverse

so thát we can return the card to you'
r Attach this card to the back of the mailpiece'

or on the front if sPace Permits.

1, Article Addressed to:

Massachusetts DePartment of
Fish and Game
251. CausewaY St, Suite 400
Boston, MA02LL4-1152

A. EAgent ì

x
C. Date of Delivery

D. from ltem 1? E Yes

lf YES, enter delivery address bslow: E No

E lnsured Mall ff c.O.D.

4. Restricted Dellvery? Extrc Fea) E Yes

3-.Service TYPe

ìúc.tunø U"tl E ExPreesMall

hReglEtered [f ReturnRecelptforMerchandlse

2. Artiole Number

Qfanefer from serulce labeD
?n13 1?1,t1 tluEl håhB {3e'{

by (Prlnted Name)na

SËiNDËR: COMPLETE THIS SECTION COMPLETE TH|S SECT'ON ON DELIVERY

¡ PS Form 381 1, fe¡ruary 2004 Domestic Return Receipt 102596.02.M'1640 I



8t2t2017

July 24,20'17, 9:55 pm

Available Actions

USPS Tracking' Resutts

USPS.com@ - USPS Tracking@ Results

TrackAnother Package *

Arrived at USPS Regional Facility

Arrived at USPS Regional Facility

FAQs ) (http://faq.usps.com/?articleld=220900)

Remove X

Tracking Number: 701 31 71 00001 68604324

Product & Tracking lnformation

July 26, 2Q17, 12:28 pm

) Delivered

Postal Product; Features:
Certified Mail'"

DATE & TIME STATUS OF ITEM LOCATION

July 27,2017, l:13 pm Delivered, Front DesUReception BOSTON, MA 02114

^^.

Your item was delivered to the front desk or reception area at 1 :1 3 pm on July 27 , 2017 in BOSTON, MA 021 14.

July 26, 2017, 10:41 pm Departed USPS Regional Facility

See Available Actions

BOSTON MA DISTRIBUTION

CENTER

BOSTON MA DISTRIBUTION

CENTER

SANTA ANA CA DISTRIBUTION

CENTER

See Less z\

Text Updates

EmailUpdates

https://tools. usps.com/go/TrackConf irmAction 1t3



BLUE WATER FISHERfI'I E N'S
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July 24,2A!7
Via Certified Mail - Return Receipt Requested

Tracking No. 701"31710000168604331

Mississippi Department of Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks

1505 Eastover Drive
Jackson, MS 39211

Notice of lntent to File Petition to Designate the Western North Atlantic Subpopulation

of Endangered Leatherback Sea Turtles as a Distinct Population Segment (DPS) and

Reclassify the DPS as Threatened under the Endangered Species Act

Dear State Agency Representative:

The Blue Water Fishermen's Association ("BWFA") writes to inform you of its intent to file a petition

with the Secretary of the lnterior, through the U,S. Fish and Wildlife Service ("FWS"), and the Secretary

of Commerce, through the National Marine Fisheries Service ("NMFS"), to designate as a distinct
population segment ("DPS") the western North Atlantic subpopulation of endangered leatherback sea

turtles (Dermochelys coriaceal and to reclassify that DPS as threatened pursuant to section 4 of the
Endangered Species Act ("ESA"), 16 U,S.C. 5 1533(bX3). Since the global listing of leatherback sea turtles
in 1970, a substantial amount of new scientific and commercial information has become available that
demonstrates that the western North Atlantic subpopulation of leatherback sea turtles qualifies as a

discrete and significant DPS under the ESA. Further, threats to the western North Atlantic

subpopulation of leatherback sea turtles do not rise to the levelthat listing of the DPS as endangered is

warranted.

We provide this letter, as directed by 50 C.F.R. 5 424,!4lb), to allow adequate time for affected states to
coordinate with and provide inforrnation to NMFS and/or FWS that is relevant to the petitioned action.

This letter has been sent to the wildlife agencies of all "states," as defined by 16 U.S.C. S 1532(17),

within the known, current range of leatherback sea turtles, including: Alabama, Alaska, American

Samoa, California, Connecticut, Delaware, Federated States of Micronesia, Florida, Georgia, Guam,

Hawaii, Louisiana, Maine, Marshall lslands, Maryland, Massachusetts, Mississippi, New Hampshire, New

Jersey, New York, North Carolîna, Northern Mariana lslands, Oregon, Palau, Puerto Rico, Rhode lsland,

South Carolina, Texas, Virginia, Virgin lslands, and Washington. This petition notice is being provided at

least 30 days prior to BWFA's submission of the petition to NMFS and FWS to enable states to send

information regarding the leatherback sea turtle directly to NMFS and/or FWS so that such information

may be considered concurrently with the petition.

Sincere-ly,

Jacl< Devnew
Presídent of Blue Water Fishermen's Association

J

Re

BOSTON, MA 02205

http://www. bwfa-usa.org
P.O. BOX s1828 757-64L-7830
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-/ BLUE WATER FISHERMEN'S
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July 24,2077
Via Certified Mail- Return Receipt Requested

Tracking No. 70131710000168604348

New Hampshire F[sh and Game Department
1"1 Hazen Drive
Concord, NH 03301

Notice of lntent to File Petition to Designate the Western North Atlantic Subpopulation

of Endangered Leatherback Sea Turtles as a Distínct Population Segment (DPS) and

Reclassify the DPS as Threatened under the Endangered Species Act

Dear State Agency Representative:

The Blue Water Fishermen's Association ("BWFA") writes to inform you of its intent to file a petition

with the Secretary of the lnterior, through the U.S, Fish and Wildlife Service ("FWS"), and the Secretary

of Commerce, through the National Marine Fisheries Service ("NMFS"), to designate as a distinct
population segment ("DPS") the western North Atlantic subpopulation of endangered leatherback sea

turtles (Dermochelys coriaceal and to reclassify that DPS as threatened pursuant to section 4 of the
Endangered Species Act ("ESA"), 16 U.S,C, S 1533(b)(3). Since the global listing of leatherback sea turtles
in 1970, a substantial amount of new scientific and commercial information has become available that
demonstrates that the western North Atlantic subpopulation of leatherback sea turtles qualifies as a

discrete and significant DPS under the ESA. Further, threats to the western North Atlantic
subpopulation of leatherback sea turtles do not rise to the levelthat listing of the DPS as endangered is

warranted.

We provide this letter, as directed by 50 C.F,R. 5 424.14(b), to allow adequate time for affected states to
coordinate with and provide inforrnation to NMFS and/or FWS that is relevant to the petitioned action,

This letter has been sent to the wildlife agencies of all "states," as defined by 16 U.S.C. S I532(I71,
wíthin the known, current range of leatherback sea turtles, including: Alabama, Alaska, American

Samoa, California, Connecticut, Delaware, Federated States of Micronesia, Florida, Georgia, Guam,

Hawaii, Louisiana, Maine, Marshall lslands, Maryland, Massachusetts, Mississippi, New Hampshire, New

Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Nofthern Mariana lslands, Oregon, Palau, Puerto Rico, Rhode lsland,

South Carolina, Texas, Virginia, Virgin lslands, and Washington. This petition notice is being provided at
least 30 days prior to BWFA's submission of the petition to NMFS and FWS to enable states to send

information regarding the leatherback sea turtle directly to NMFS and/or FWS so that such information
may be considered concurrently with the petition,

SincereJy,

Re

Jack Devnew
Presìdent of Blue Water Fishermen's Association

BOSTON, MA 02205
http ://www. bwfa-usa. org

P.O. BOX 51828 7s7-641,7830
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Ì.J BLUE W^åTER FISHERTUT E N'S

July 24,2017
Via Certified Mail- Return Receipt Requested

Tracking No. 70131710000168604355

New Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife
50L E State Street,3rd Floor
Trenton, NJ 08609

Re: Notice of lntent to File Petition to Designate the Western North Atlantic Subpopulation

of Endangered Leatherback Sea Turtles as a Distinct Population Segment (DPS) and

Reclassify the DPS as Threatened under the Endangered Species Act

Dear State Agency Representative:

The Blue Water Fishermen's Association ("BWFA")writes to inform you of its intent to file a petition

with the Secretary of the lnterior, through the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service ("FWS"), and the Secretary

of Commerce, through the National Marine Fisheries Service ("NMFS"), to designate as a distinct

population segment ("DPS") the western North Atlantic subpopulation of endangered leatherback sea

turtles (Dermochelys coriaceal and to reclassify that DPS as threatened pursuant to section 4 of the
Endangered Specíes Act ("ESA"), 16 U,S.C. 5 1533(b)(3). Since the global listing of leatherback sea turtles

in 1970, a substantial amount of new scientific and commercial information has become available that
demonstrates that the western North Atlantic subpopulation of leatherback sea turtles qualifies as a

discrete and significant DPS under the ESA. Further, threats to the western North Atlantic

subpopulation of leatherback sea turtles do not rise to the level that listing of the DPS as endangered is

warranted.

We provide this letter, as directed by 50 C,F,R. g 424.74(bl, to allow adequate time for affected states to
coordinate with and provide information to NMFS and/or FWS that is relevant to the petitioned action.

This letter has been sent to the wildlife agencies of all "states," as defined by 16 U,S.C. S t532(171l,

within the known, current range of leatherback sea turtles, íncluding: Alabama, Alaska, American

Samoa, California, Connecticut, Delaware, Federated States of Micronesia, Florida, Georgia, Guam,

Hawaii, Louisiana, Maine, Marshall lslands, Maryland, Massachusetts, Míssissíppi, New Hampshire, New

Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Northern Mariana lslands, Oregon, Palau, Puerto Rico, Rhode lsland,

South Carolina, Texas, Virginia, Virgin lslands, and Washington. This petitìon notice is beíng provided at

least 30 days prior to BWFA's submission of the petition to NMFS and FWS to enable states to send

information regarding the leatherback sea turtle directly to NMFS and/or FWS so that such information

may be considered concurrently with the petition.

Sincerely,

Jack Devnew
President of Blue Water Fishermen's Associatlon

J

BOSTON, MA 02205
http://www. bwfa-usa.org

P,O. BOX 51828 757-64t-7830
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J BLUE WATER FISHERfTil E N'S
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July 24,2017
Via Certified Mail * Return Receipt Requested

Tracking No. 70131710000168604362

New York Department of Environmental Conservation

625 Broadway
Albany, NY 12233

Re Notice of lntent to File Petition to Designate the Western North Atlantic Subpopulation

of Endangered Leatherback Sea Turtles as a Distinct Population Segment (DPS) and

Reclassify the DPS as Threatened under the Endangered Species Act

Dear State Agency Representative:

The Blue Water Fishermen's Association ("BWFA") writes to inform you of its intent to file a petit¡on

with the Secretary of the lnterior, through the U.S. Fish and Wildlífe Service ("FWS"), and the Secretary

of Commerce, through the National Marine Fisheries Service ("NMFS"), to designate as a distinct

population segment ("DPS") the western North Atlantic subpopulation of endangered leatherback sea

turtles (Ðermochelys coriacea\ and to reclassify that DPS âs threatened pursuant to section 4 of the

Endangered Species Act ("ESA"), 16 U.S.C. 5 1533(b)(3). Since the global listing of leatherback sea turtles

in 1970, a substantial amount of new scientific and commercial information has become available that

demonstrates that the western North Atlantic subpopulation of leatherback sea turtles qualifies as a

discrete and significant DPS under the ESA, Further, threats to the western North Atlantic

subpopulation of leatherback sea turtles do not rise to the levelthat listing of the DPS as endangered is

warranted,

we provide this letter, as directed by 50 c.F.R, 5 424.1,41b1, to allow adequate time for affected states to

coordinate with and provide information to NMFS and/or FWS that is relevant to the petitioned action.

This letter has been sent to the wildlife agencies of all "states," as defined by 16 U.S.C, 5 1532(17),

within the known, current range of leatherback sea turtles, including: Alabama, Alaska, American

Samoa, California, Connecticut, Delaware, Federated States of Micronesia, Florida, Georgia, Guam,

Hawaii, Louísiana, Maine, Marshall lslands, Maryland, Massachusetts, Mississippi, New Hampshire, New

Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Northern Mariana lslands, Oregon, Palau, Puerto Rico, Rhode lsland,

South CarolÍna, Texas, Virginia, Virgin lslands, and Washington, This petition notice is being provided at

least 30 days prior to BWFA's submission of the petition to NMFS and FWS to enable states to send

information regarding the leatherback sea turtle directly to NM FS andlor FWS so that such information

may be considered concurrently with the petition.

SincereJy,

Jack Devnew
President of Blue Water Fishermen's Association

BOSTON, MA 02205

http://www. bwfa-usa.org
P.O. BOX s1828 757-64L-7830
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BLUE WATER FISHERM E JII'S-/

July 24,2077
Via Certified Mail- Return Receipt Requested

Tracking No. 70131710000168604379

North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission

1751Varsity Drive

Raleigh, NC 27606

Notice of lntent to File Petîtion to Designate the Western North Atlantic Subpopulation

of Endangered Leatherback Sea Turtles as a Distinct Population Segment (DPS) and

Reclassify the DPS as Threatened under the Endangered Species Act

Dear State Agency Representative:

The Blue Water Fishermen's Association ("BWFA") writes to inform you of its intent to file a petition

with the Secretary of the lnterior, through the U,S. Fish and Wildlife Service ('tWS"), and the Secretary

of Commerce, through the National Marine Fisheríes Service ("NMFS"), to designate as a distinct
population segment ("DPS")the western North Atlantic subpopulation of endangered leatherback sea

turtles (Dermochelys coriaceol and to reclassify that DPS as threatened pursuant to section 4 of the

Endangered Species Act ("ESA"), 16 U.S.C. 5 1533(b}(3). Since the global listing of leatherback sea turtles

in L97O, a substantial amount of new scientific and commercial Ínformation has become available that
demonstrates that the western North Atlantic subpopulation of leatherback sea turtles qualifies as a

discrete and significant DPS under the ESA. Further, threats to the western North Atlantic

subpopulation of leatherback sea turtles do not rise to the levelthat listing of the DPS as endangered is

warranted.

We provide this letter, as directed by 50 C,F.R. 5 424,14(b), to allow adequate time for affected states to
coordinate with and provide information to NMFS and/or FWS that is relevant to the petitioned action.

This letter has been sent to the wildlîfe agencies of all "states," as defined by 16 U.S.C, S L532{.L7]l,

within the known, current range of leatherback sea turtles, including: Alabama, Alaska, American

Samoa, California, Connecticut, Delaware, Federated States of Mícronesia, Ëlorida, Georgia, Guam,

Hawaii, Louisiana, Maine, Marshall lslands, Maryland, Massachusetts, Mississippi, New Hampshire, New

Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Northern Mariana lslands, Oregon, Palau, Puerto Rico, Rhode lsland,

South Carolina, Texas, Virginia, Virgin lslands, and Washington, This petition notice is being provided at

least 30 days prior to BWFA's submission of the petition to NMFS and FWS to enable states to send

information regarding the leatherback sea turtle directly to NMFS and/or FWS so that such information

may be considered concurrently with the petition.

Sincerely,

Jack Devnew
President of Blue Water Fishermen's Association

Re

BOSTON, MA 02205

http://www. bwfa-usa, org
P.O. BOX 51828 757-64t-7834
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July 24,2017
Via Certified Mail- Return Receipt Requested

Tracking No. 70131710000168604386

Division of Coastal Resources Management
Northern Mariana lslands Bureau of Environmental and Coastal Quality
P.O. Box 501304

Saipan, MP 96950

Notice of lntent to File Petition to Desígnate the Western North Atlantic Subpopulation

of Endangered Leatherback Sea Turtles as a Distinct Populatíon Segment (DPS) and

Reclassify the DPS as Threatened under the Endangered Species Act

Dear State Agency Representative:

The Blue Water Fishermen's Association ("BWFA") writes to ínform you of its intent to file a petition

with the Secretary of the lnterior, through the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service {"FWS"), and the Secretary

of Commerce, through the National Maríne Fisheries Service ("NMFS"), to designate as a distinct
population segment ("DPS") the western North Atlantic subpopulation of endangered leatherback sea

turtles (Dermochelys coriaceol and to reclassify that DPS as threatened pursuant to section 4 of the

Endangered Species Act ("ESA"), 16 U.S,C. S 1533(b)(3). Since the global listing of leatherback sea turtles

in 1970, a substantial amount of new scientific and commercial information has become available that

demonstrates that the western North Atlantic subpopulation of leatherback sea turtles qualifies as a

díscrete and significant DPS under the ESA. Further, threats to the western North Atlantic

subpopulation of leatherback sea turtles do not rise to the levelthat listing of the DPS as endangered is

warranted.

We provide this letter, as directed by 50 C.F.R. S 424.14(b), to allow adequate tíme for affected states to

coordinate with and provide information to NMFS andlor FWS that is relevant to the petitioned action,

This letter has been sent to the wildlife agencies of all "states," as defined by 16 U.S.C. 5 7532(171,

within the known, current range of leatherback sea turtles, including: Alabama, Alaska, American

5amoa, California, Connecticut, Delaware, Federated States of Micronesia, Florida, Georgia, Guam,

Hawaii, Louisiana, Maine, Marshall lslands, Maryland, Massachusetts, Misslssippi, New Hampshire, New

Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Northern Mariana lslands, Oregon, Palau, Puerto Rico, Rhode lsland,

South Carolina, Texas, Virginia, Virgin lslands, and Washington. This petition notice is being provided at

least 30 days prior to BWFA's submission of the petition to NMFS and FWS to enable states to send

information regarding the leatherback sea turtle directly to NMFS andlor FWS so that such information

may be considered concurrently with the petition,

Sincerely,

Jack Devnew
President of Blue Water Fishermen's Association

Re

BOSTON, MA 02205

htt p ://www. bwfa-usa.o rg
P.O. BOX 51828 757-64L-78?A
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-r BIUE WATER FISHERMEH'S

luly 24,2Ot7
Via Certified Mail - Return Receipt Requested

Tracking No. 70131710000168604393

Oregon Department of Fish and Wíldlife
4034 Fairview lndustrial Drive SE

5alem, OR 97302

Notice of lntent to File Petition to Designate the Western North Atlantic Subpopulation

of Endangered Leatherback Sea Turtles as a Distinct Population Segment (DPS) and

Reclassify the DPS as Threatened under the Endangered Species Act

Dear State Agency Representative:

The Blue Water Fishermen's Association ("BWFA") writes to inform you of its intent to file a petitíon

with the Secretary of the lnterior, through the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service ("FWS"), and the Secretary

of Commerce, through the National Marine Fisheries Service ("NMFS"), to designate as a distinct
population segment ("DP5") the western North Atlantic subpopulation of endangered leatherback sea

turtles (Ðermochelys corioceol and to reclassify that DPS as threatened pursuant to section 4 of the

Endangered Species Act ("ESA"), 16 U.S.C, 5 1533(bX3). Since the global listing of leatherback sea turtles

in 1970, a substantial amount of new scientific and commercial information has become available that

demonstrates that the western North Atlantlc subpopulation of leatherback sea turtles qualifies as a

dis*ete and significant DPS under the ESA. Further, threats to the western North Atlantic

subpopulation of leatherback sea turtles do not rise to the level that listing of the DPS as endangered is

warranted.

We provide this letter, as directed by 50 C.F,R. S 424.14(b), to allow adequate time for affected states to

coordinate with and provide information to NMFS and/or FWS that is relevant to the petitioned action'

This letter has been sent to the wildlife agencies of all "states," as defined by 16 U.5.C, 5 1532(17),

within the known, current range of leatherback sea turtles, including: Alabama, Alaska, American

Samoa, California, Connecticut, Delaware, Federated States of Micronesia, Florida, Georgia, Guam,

Hawaii, Louisiana, Maine, Marshall lslands, Maryland, Massachusetts, Mississippi, New Hampshire, New

Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Northern Mariana lslands, Oregon, Palau, Puerto Rico, Rhode lsland,

South Carolina, Texas, Virginia, Virgin lslands, and Washington. This petition notice is being provided at

least 30 days prior to BWFA's submìssion of the petition to NMFS and FWS to enable states to send

information regarding the leatherback sea turtle directly to NMFS and/or FWS so that such information

may be considered concurrently with the petition'

Sincerely,

Jack Devnew
President of Blue Water Fishermen's Association

Re

BOSTON, MA 02205

htt p ://www. bwfa-usa.org
P.O. BOX 51828 757-641-7830
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BLUE WATER FISHERTT'I E III'S
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July 24,2017
Via Certified Mail - Return Receipt Requested

Tracking No. 70131710000168604409

Bureau of Marine flesources
Palau Ministry of Natural Resources, Environment, and Tourism

P.O, Box 359

Koror, Palau 96940

Notice of lntent to File Petition to Designate the Western North Atlantic Subpopulation

of Endangered Leatherback Sea Turtles as a Distinct Population Segment (DPS) and

Reclassify the DPS as Threatened under the Endangered Species Act

Dear State Agency Representative:

The Blue Water Fishermen's Association ("BWFA") writes to inform you of its intent to file a petition

with the Secretary of the lnterior, through the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service ("FWS"), and the Secretary

of Commerce, through the National Maríne Fisheries Service ("NMFS"), to designate as a distinct

population segment ('DPS") the western North Atlantic subpopulation of endangered leatherback sea

turtles (Dermochelys coriaceol and to reclassify that DPS as threatened pursuant to section 4 of the

Endangered Species Act ("ESA"), 16 U.S.C. S 1533(b)(3). Since the global listíng of leatherback sea turtles

in 1970, a substantial amount of new scientific and commercial information has become available that

demonstrates that the western North Atlantic subpopulation of leatherback sea turtles qualifies as a

discrete and significant DPS under the ESA. Further, threats to the western North Atlantic

subpopulation of leatherback sea turtles do not rise to the level that listing of the DPS as endangered is

warranted.

We provide this letter, as directed by 50 C.F,R. 5 424.14(b), to allow adequate time for affected states to

coordinate with and provide information to NMFS and/or FWS that is relevant to the petitioned action,

This letter has been sent to the wildlife agencies of all "states," as defined by 16 U.S.C. g 1532(17ll,

within the known, current range of leatherback sea turtles, including: Alabama, Alaska, American

5amoa, California, Connecticut, Delaware, Federated States of Micronesia, Florida, Georgia, Guêm,

Hawaii, Louisiana, Maine, Marshall lslands, Maryland, Massachusetts, Mississippi, New Hampshire, New

Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Northern Mariana lslands, Oregon, Palau, Puerto Rico, Rhode lsland,

South Carolina, Texas, Virginia, Virgin lslands, and Washington. This petition notice is being provided at

least 30 days prior to BWFA's submission of the petition to NMFS and FWS to enable states to send

information regarding the leatherback sea turtle directly to NMFS andlor FWS so that such information

may be considered concurrently with the petÎtion'

Sincerely,

Jacl< Devnew
President of Blue Water Fishermen's Association

J

Re

BOSTON, MA 02205
http ://www. bwfa-usa.org

P.O. BOX 51828 7s7-64t-7834
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To:
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auto-reply@usps.com
Wednesday, August 30,20L7 10:59 AM
Taylor, Amy R.

USPS Item Delivered,lndividual Picked Up at Post Office for Shipment 701-31710000L68604409

ÈUSPS.COM' Tracking Number: 7A1317 1 00001 68604409

Hello A Taylor,

Thank you for us¡ng
USPS.com.

This is a post-only message. Please do not respond.

A Taylor has requested that you receive the current USPS Tracking@ information, as shown below

Current USPS Tracking@ e-mail information provided by the U.S. Postal Service.

Tracking Number: 701 31 71 00001 68604409

Service Type: Certified Mail'"
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Office

Available for Pickup
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USPS has not verified the validity of any email addresses submitted via its online USPS Tracking@ tool.

For more information, or if you have additional questions on USPS Tracking@ services and features, please
visit the Frequently Asked Questions (FAas) section of our USPS Tracking@ site at
h ttp : //www, u s p s. co m/s h i p p i n q /u s p st ra ck i n g fa Ls . ht m
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July 24,2A17
Via Certified Mail - Return Receipt Requested

Tracking No, 70131710000168604415

Puerto Rico Department of Natural and Environmental Resources

Carretera 8838, km. 6.3, Sector El Cinco, Piso 9

San Juan, 00927, P.R.

Notice of lntent to File Petition to Designate the Western North Atlantic Subpopulation

of Endangered Leatherback Sea Turtles as a Distinct Population Segment (DPS) and

Reclassify the DPS as Threatened under the Endangered Species Act

Dear State Agency Representative:

The Blue Water Fishermen's Association ("BWFA") writes to inform you of its intent to file a petition

with the Secretary of the lnterior, through the U.S, Fish and Wildlife Service ("FWS"), and the Secretary

of Commerce, through the National Marine Fisheries Service ("NMFS"), to designate as a distinct
population segment ("DPS") the western North Atlantic subpopulation of endangered leatherback sea

turtles (Dermochelys coriaceal and to reclassify that DPS as threatened pursuant to section 4 of the
Endangered Species Act ("ESA"), 16 U.S,C, $ 1533(b)(3). Since the global listing of leatherback sea turtles
in 1970, a substantial amount of new scientific and commercial information has become available that
demonstrates that the western North Atlantic subpopulation of leatherback sea turtles qualifies as a

discrete and significant DPS under the ESA. Further, threats to the western North Atlantic
subpopulation of leatherback sea turtles do not ríse to the levelthat listing of the ÐPS as endangered is

warranted.

We provide this lqtter, as directed by 50 C.F.R. 5 424.14(b), to allow adequate tíme for affected states to
coordinate wíth and provide information to NMFS and/or FWS that is relevant to the petitioned action.

This letter has been sent to the wildlife agencies of all t'states," as defined by 16 U.S,C. S 7532{17ll,

within the known, current range of leatherback sea turtles, including: Alabama, Alaska, American

Samoa, California, Connectícut, Delaware, Federated States of Micronesia, Florida, Georgia, Guam,

Hawaii, Louisiana, Maine, Marshall lslands, Maryland, Massachusetts, Mississippi, New Hampshire, New

Jersey, NewYork, North Carolina, Northern Mariana lslands, Oregon, Palau, Puerto Rico, Rhode lsland,

South Carolina, Texas, Virginia, Virgin lslands, and Washington. This petition notice is being provided at
least 30 days prior to BWFA's submission of the petition to NMFS and FWS to enable states to send

information regarding the leatherback sea turtle directly to NMFS and/or FWS so that such information
may be considered concurrently with the petition.

Sincere,ly,

iack Devnew
President of Blue Water Fishermen's Association

Re

BOSTON, MA 02205
http://www. bwfa-usa.org

P.O. BOX s1828 757-64L-7830
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July 24,2017
Via Certified Mail - Return Receipt Requested

Tracking No, 7013171000û168604423

Rhode lsland Division of Fish and Wildlife
235 Promenade Street
Providence, Rl 02908

Notice of lntent to File Petition to Designate the Western North Atlantic Subpopulation

of Endangered Leatherback Sea Turtles as a Distinct Population Segment (DPS) and

Reclassify the DPS as Threatened under the Endangered Species Act

Dear State Agency Representative:

The Blue Water Fishermen's Association ("BWFA") writes to inform you of its intent to file a petitíon

with the Secretary of the lnterior, through the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service ("FWS"), and the Secretary

of Commerce, through the Nationai Marine Fisheries Service ("NMFS"), to desÌgnate as a distinct
population segment ("DPS") the western North Atlantic subpopulation of endangered leatherback sea

turtles (Ðermochelys coriaceal and to reclassify that DPS as threatened pursuant to section 4 of the
Endangered Species Act ("ESA"), 16 U.S.C. S 1533(b)(3). Since the global listing of leatherback sea turtles

in 1970, a substantial amount of new scientific and commercial information has become available that
demonstrates that the western North Atlantic subpopulation of leatherback sea turtles qualifies as a

discrete and significant DPS under the ESA. Further, threats to the western North Atlantic

subpopulation of leatherback sea turtles do not rise to the level that listing of the DPS as endangered is

wa rra nted.

We provide this letter, as directed by 50 C,F.R.5 424,L4(b), to allow adequate time for affected states to
coordinate with and provide information to NMFS and/or FWS that is relevant to the petitioned action.

This letter has been sent to the wildlife agencies of all "states," as defined by 16 U,S.C. S 15321,77l¡,

within the known, current range of leatherback sea turtles, including: Alabama, Alaska, American

Samoa, California, Connecticut, Delaware, Federated States of Mlcronesia, Florida, Georgia, Guam,

Hawaii, Louisiana, Maine, Marshall lslands, Maryland, Massachusetts, Mississippi, New Hampshire, New

Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Northern Mariana lslands, Oregon, Palau, Puerto Rico, Rhode lsland,

South Carolina, Texas, Virginia, Virgin lslands, and Washington, This petition notice is being provided at

least 30 days prior to BWFA's submission of the petition to NMFS and FWS to enable states to send

information regarding the leatherback sea turtle directly to NMFS and/or FWS so that such information

may be considered concurrently with the petition.

Sincerely,

Jack Devnew
President of Blue Water Fishermen's Association

Re

BOSTON, MA 02205

http ://www. bwf a-usa,org
P.O. BOX 51828 757-641,-7830
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JulV 24,2017
Via Certified Mail- Return Receipt Requested

Tracking No. 70131710000168604430

South Carolina Department of Natural Resources

1.000 Assembly Street
Columbia, SC 2920L

Re: Notice of lntent to File Petition to Designate the Western North Atlantic Subpopulation

of Endangered Leatherback Sea Turtles as a Distinct Population Segment (DPS) and

Reclassify the DPS as Threatened under the Endangered Species Act

Dear State Agency Representative:

The Blue Water Fishermen's Association ("BWFA") writes to inform you of its intent to file a petition

with the Secretary of the lnterior, through the U,S. Fish and Wildlife Service ("FWS"), and the Secretary

of Commerce, through the National Maríne Fisheries Service ("NMFS"), to designate as a distínct

population segment ("DPS") the western North Atlantic subpopulation of endangered leatherback sea

turtles (DermochelyscoriacealandtoreclassifythatDPsasthreatenedpursuanttosection4of the

Endangered Species Act ("ESA"), 16 U.S.C. S 1533(bX3). Since the global listing of leatherback sea turtles

in 1970, a substantial amount of new scientific and commercial information has become available that

demonstrates that the western North Atlantic subpopulation of leatherback sea turtles qualifies as a

discrete and significant DPS under the ESA. Further, threats to the western North Atlantic

subpopulation of leatherback sea turtles do not rise to the level that listing of the DPS as endangered is

warranted.

We provide this letter, as directed by 50 C.F.R. g 424.I4{.bl, to allow adequate time for affected states to

coordinate with and provide information to NMFS and/or FWS that is relevant to the petitioned action.

This letter has been sent to the wildlífe agencies of all "states," as defined by 16 U.5'C, $ !532(171,

within the known, current range of leatherback sea turtles, including: Alabama, Alaska, American

Samoa, California, Connecticut, Delaware, Federated States of Micronesia, Florida, Georgia, Guam,

Hawaii, Louisiana, Maine, Marshall lslands, Maryland, Massachusetts, Mississippi, New Hampshire, New

Jersey, New York, North Carolína, Northern Mariana lslands, Oregon, Palau, Puerto Rico, Rhode lsland,

South Carolina, Texas, Virginia, Virgin lslands, and Washington, This petit¡on notice is being provided at

least 30 days prior to BWFA's submission of the petition to NMFS and FWS to enable states to send

information regarding the leatherback sea turtle directly to NMFS and/or FWS so that such information

may be considered concurrently with the petition.

Sincerely,

Jaôk Devnew
President of Blue Water Fishermen's Association

^/

BOSTON, MA 02205
http://www. bwfa-usa. org

P.O. BOX 51828 757-641-7830
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July 24,2017
Via Certified Mail - Return Receipt Requested

Tracking No. 70131710000168604447

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
4200 Smith School Road

Austin, TX78744

Notice of lntent to File Petition to Designate the Western North Atlantic Subpopulation

of Endangered Leatherback Sea Turtles as a Distinct Population Segment (DPS) and

Reclassify the DPS as Threatened under the Endangered Species Act

Dear State Agency Representative:

The Blue Water Fishermen's Association ("BWFA") writes to inform you of its intent to file a petition

with the Secretary of the lnterior, through the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service ("FWS"), and the Secretary

of Commerce, through the National Marine Fisheries Service ("NMFS"), to designate as a distínct

population segment ("DPS") the western North Atlantic subpopulation of endangered leatherback sea

turtles (Dermochelys coriaceol and to reclassify that DPS as threatened pursuant to section 4 of the

Endangered Species Act ("ESA"), 1.6 U.S.C, 5 1533(bX3). Since the global lísting of leatherback sea turtles

in 1970, a substantial amount of new scientific and commercial informatìon has become available that

demonstrates that the western North Atlantic subpopulation of leatherback sea turtles qualifies as a

discrete and significant DPS under the ESA, Further, threats to the western North Atlantic

subpopulation of leatherback sea turtles do not rise to the levelthat listing of the DPS as endangered is

warranted.

We provide this letter, as directed by 50 C.F.R. 5 424.t4(bl, to allow adequate time for affected states to

coordinate with and provide information to NMFS and/or FWS that is relevant to the petitioned action.

This letter has been sent to the wildlife agencies of all "states," as defined by 16 U'S.C. S 7532(17\,

wíthin the known, current range of leatherback sea turtles, including; Alabama, Alaska, Arnerican

Samoa, California, Connecticut, Delaware, Federated States of Micronesia, Florida, Georgia, Guam,

Hawaii, Louisiana, Maine, Marshall lslands, Maryland, Massachusetts, Mississippi, New Hampshire, New

Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Nofthern Mariana lslands, Oregon, Palau, Puerto Rico, Rhode lsland,

South Carolina, Texas, Virginia, Virgin lslands, and Washington, This petition notice is being provided at

least 30 days prior to BWFA's submission of the petition to NMFS and FWS to enable states'to send

information regarding the leatherback sea turtle directly to NMFS and/or FWS so that such information

may be considered concurrently with the petition,

Sincerely,

Jack Devnew
President of Blue Water Fishermen's Association

BOSTON, MA 02205

http ://www. bwfa-usa. org
P.O. BOX 51828 757-64L-7830
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July 24,2OI7
Via Certified Mail- Return Receipt Requested

Tracking No. 70131710000168604454

Virginia Department of Game and lnland Fisheries

7870 Villa Park Drive, Suite 400
Henrico, VA,23228

Re Notice of lntent to File Petition to Designate the Western North Atlantic Subpopulatíon

of Endangered Leatherback Sea Turtles as a Distinct Population Segment (DPS) and

Reclassify the DPS as Threatened under the Endangered Species Act

Dear State Agency Representative:

The Blue Water Fishermen's Association ('BWFA") writes to inform you of its intent to file a petition

with the Secretary of the lnterior, through the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service ("FWS"), and the Secretary

of Commerce, through the National Marine Fisheries Service ("NMFS"), to designate as a distinct

population segment ("DPS") the western North Atlantic subpopulation of endangered leatherback sea

turtles {Dermachelys coriaceal and to reclassify that DPS as threatened pursuant to section 4 of the

Endangered Species Act ("ESA"), 16 U.S.C. 5 1533{b)(3). Since the global listing of leatherback sea turtles

in 1970, a substantial amount of new scientific and commercial information has become available that

demonstrates that the western North Atlantic subpopulation of leatherback sea turtles qualifies as a

discrete and significant DPS under the ESA. Further, threats to the western North Atlantic

subpopulatíon of leatherback sea turtles do not rise to the level that listing of the DPS as endangered is

warranted.

We provide this letter, as directed by 50 C.F.R. ç 424.14(b), to allow adequate time for affected states to
coordinate with and provide information to NMFS and/or FWS that is relevant to the petitioned action,

This letter has been sent to the wildlife agencies of all "states," as defined by 16 U.S.C. 5 1532(17),

within the known, current range of leatherback sea turtles, including: Alabama, Alaska, American

Samoa, California, Connecticut, Delaware, Federated States of Micronesia, Florida, Georgia, Guam,

Hawaii, Louisiana, Maine, Marshall lslands, Maryland, Massachusetts, Mississippi, New Hampshire, New

Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Northern Mariana lslands, Oregon, Palau, Puerto Rico, Rhode lsland,

South Carolina, Tçxas, Virginia, Virgin lslands, and Washington. This petition notice is being provided at

least 30 days prior to BWFA's submission of the petition to NMFS and FWS to enable states to send

information regarding the leatherback sea turtle directly to NMFS and/or FWS so that such information

may be considered concurrently with the petitìon.

Sincerqly,

.'/
Jaêk Devnew
President of Blue Water Fishermen's Association

BOSTON, MA 02205

http://www. bwfa-usa.org
P.O. BOX 51828 757-641-7830
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July 24,2017
Via Certified Mail- Return Receipt Requested

Tracking No. 70131710000168604461

Virgin lslands Depãrtment of Planning and Natural Resources

Cyril E. King Airpo¡t
Terminal Building, 2nd Fl,

St. Thomas, V.l. 00802

Notice of lntent to File Petition to Designate the Western North Atlantic Subpopulation

of Endangered Leatherback Sea Turtles as a Distinct Population Segment (DPS) and

Reclassify the DPS as Threatened under the Endangered Species Act

Dear State Agency Representative:

The Blue Water Fishermen's Association ("BWFA") writes to inform you of its intent to file a petition

with the Secretary of the lnterior, through the U.S, Fish and Wildlife Service ("FWS"), and the Secretary

of Commerce, through the National Marine Fisheries Service ("NMFS"), to designate as a distinct

population segment ("DPS") the western North Atlantic subpopulation of endangered leatherback sea

turtles (Dermachelys coriaceal and to reclassify that DPS as threatened pursuant to section 4 of the

Endangered Species Act ("ÊSA"), 16 U.S,C. S 1533(bX3). Since the global listing of leatherback sea turtles

in 1970, a substantial amount of new scientific and commercial information has become available that
demonstrates that the western North Atlantic subpopulation of leatherback sea turtles qualifies as a

discrete and significant ÐPS under the ESA, Further, threats to the western North Atlantic

subpopulation of leatherback sea turtles do not rise to the level that listing of the DPS as endangered is

warranted.

We provide this letter, as directed by 50 C.F,R. $ 424.14(b), to allow adequate time for affected states to

coordínate with and provide information to NMFS and/or FWS that is relevant to the petitioned action,

This letter has been sent to the wildlife agencies of all "states," as defined by 16 U.S,C. 5 L532(17\,

within the known, current range of leatherback sea turtles, including: Alabama, Alaska, American

Samoa, California, Connecticut, Delaware, Federated States of Micronesia, Florida, Georgía, Guam,

Hawaii, Louisiana, Maine, Marshall lslands, Maryland, Massachusetts, Mississippi, New Hampshire, New

Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Northern Mariana lslands, Oregon, Palau, Puerto Rico, Rhode lsland,

South Carolina, Texas, Virginia, Virgin lslands, and Washington, This petition notice is being provided at

least 30 days prior to BWFA's submission of the petition to NMFS and FWS to enable states to send

information regarding the leatherback sea turtle directly to NMFS and/or FWS so that such information

may be considered concurrently with the petition,

Sincerely,

Jock Devnew
President of Blue Water Fishermen's Association

^/

Re:

BOSTON, MA 02205

http ://www. bwfa-usa.org
P.O. BOX s1828 757-64L-7830
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BLUE WATER FISHERMEN'S

July 24,2A77
Via Certified Mail - Return Receipt Requested

Trackìns No. 7013 1.710000168604478

Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife
1111 Washington St. SE

Olympia, WA 98501

Notice of lntent to File Petition to Designate the Western North Atlantic Subpopulation

of Endangered Leatherback Sea Turtles as a Distinct Population Segment (DPS) and

Reclassify the DPS as Threatened under the Endangered Species Act

Dear State Agency Representative:

The Blue Water Fishermen's Association ("BWFA") writes to inform you of its intent to file a petition

with the Secretary of the lnterior, through the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service ("FWS"), and the Secretary

of Commerce, through the National Marine Fisheries ServÌce ("NMFS"), to designate as a distinct
population segment ('DPS") the western North Atlantic subpopulation of endangered leatherback sea

turtles (Dermochelys cariaceal and to reclassify that DPS as threatened pursuant to section 4 of the

Endangered Species Act ("ESA"), 16 U.S.C. 5 1533(bX3). Since the global listing of leatherback sea turtles
in 1970, a substaqtial amount of new scientific and commercial information has become available that
demonstrates that the western North Atlantic subpopulation of leatherback sea turtles qualifies as a

discrete and significant DPS under the ESA. Further, threats to the western North Atlantic

subpopulation of leatherback sea turtles do not rise to the level that listing of the DPS as endangered is

warranted.

We provide this letter, as dírected by 50 C.F.R; I 424.L4(bl, to allow adequate time for affected states to
coordinate with and provide information to NMFS and/or FWS that is relevant to the petitioned act¡on.

This letter has been sent to the wildlife agencies of all "states," as defined by 16 U.S.C. 5 1532(17),

within the known, current range of leatherback sea turtles, including: Alabama, Alaska, American

Samoa, California, Connecticut, Delaware, Federated States of Micronesia, Florida, Georgia, Guam,

Hawaii, Louisiana, Maine, Marshall lslands, Maryland, Massachusetts, Mississippi, New Hampshire, New

Jersey, NewYork, North Carolina, Northern Mariana lslands, Oregon, Palau, Puerto Rico, Rhode lsland,

South Carolina, Texas, Virginia, Virgin lslands, and Washington, This petition notice is being provided at

least 30 days prior to BWFA's submission of the petition to NMFS and FWS to enable states to send

information regarding the leatherback sea turtle directly to NMFS and/or FWS so that such information

may be considered concurrently with the petition.

Sincerely,

J

Re:

/'.,

BOSTON, MA 02205

http ://www. bwfa-usa.org

Jaik Devnew
President of Blue Water Fishermen's Association

P.O. BOX 51828 757-641-7830
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NOI Mailing to State Agencies
Blue Water Fishermen's Association

(C/M 400650.0002)

Name Add1 CityState

Date 

Mailed
USPS Certified Mail 

Tracking No.

Date 

Received

Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural 

Resources

64 N Union Street, Suite 468 Montgomery, AL 36130 7/24/2017 70122210000189892444 7/27/2017

Alaska Department of Fish and Game 1255 W 8th Street Juneau, AK 99802 7/24/2017 70122210000189894431 7/27/2017

Office of the Governor

American Samoa Government

A. P. Lutali Executive Office Building Pago Pago, Am. Samoa 96799 7/24/2017 70122210000189894448 8/3/2017

California Department of Fish and Wildlife 1416 9th Street, 12th Floor Sacramento, CA 95814 7/24/2017 70122210000189894455 7/27/2017

Connecticut Department of Energy and 

Environmental Protection

Bureau of Natural Resources

79 Elm Street Hartford, CT 06106-5127 7/24/2017 70122210000189894462 7/27/2017

Delaware Division of Fish and Wildlife 89 Kings Highway Dover, DE 19901 7/24/2017 70122210000189894479 7/27/2017

Federated States of Micronesia Department of 

Resources and Development

P.O.Box PS-12 Palikir, Pohnpei

FSM 96941

7/24/2017 70122210000189894295 8/11/2017

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 620 South Meridian Street Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 7/24/2017 70122210000189894301 7/28/2017

Georgia Department of Natural Resources One Conservation Way Brunswick, GA 31520 7/24/2017 70122210000189894318 7/31/2017

Division of Aquatic and Wildlife Resources

Guam Department of Agriculture

163 Dairy Road Mangilao, Guam 96913 7/24/2017 70131710000168604363 7/31/2017

Hawaii Department of Land and Natural Resources 1151 Punchbowl Street Honolulu, HI 96813 7/24/2017 70131710000168604270 7/28/2017

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 2000 Quail Drive Baton Rouge, LA 70808 7/24/2017 70131710000168604287 7/27/2017

Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife 41 State House Station Augusta, ME 04330 7/24/2017 70131710000168604294 7/28/2017

Marshall Islands Marine Resources Authority P.O. Box 860 Delap Majuro, MH 96960 7/28/2017 70131710000168604485 8/22/2017

Maryland Department of Natural Resources 580 Taylor Ave Annapolis, MD 21401 7/24/2017 70131710000168604317 8/1/2017

Massachusetts Department of Fish and Game 251 Causeway St, Suite 400 Boston, MA 02114-2152 7/24/2017 70131710000168604324 7/27/2017

Mississippi Department of Wildlife, Fisheries, and 

Parks

1505 Eastover Drive Jackson, MS 39211 7/24/2017 70131710000168604331 7/27/2017

New Hampshire Fish and Game Department 11 Hazen Drive Concord, NH 03301 7/24/2017 70131710000168604348 7/28/2017

New Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife 501 E State Street, 3rd Floor Trenton, NJ 08609 7/24/2017 70131710000168604355 7/28/2017

New York Department of Environmental Conservation 625 Broadway Albany, NY 12233 7/24/2017 70131710000168604362 7/28/2017

North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission 1751 Varsity Drive Raleigh, NC 27606 7/24/2017 70131710000168604379 7/28/2017

Division of Coastal Resources Management

Northern Mariana Islands Bureau of Environmental 

and Coastal Quality

P.O. Box 501304 Saipan, MP 96950 7/24/2017 70131710000168604386 8/4/2017

Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife 4034 Fairview Industrial Drive SE Salem, OR 97302 7/24/2017 70131710000168604393 7/28/2017

Page 1 of 2 56106262



NOI Mailing to State Agencies
Blue Water Fishermen's Association

(C/M 400650.0002)

Name Add1 CityState

Date 

Mailed
USPS Certified Mail 

Tracking No.

Date 

Received

Bureau of Marine Resources

Palau Ministry of Natural Resources, Environment, 

and Tourism

P.O. Box 359 Koror, Palau 96940 7/24/2017 70131710000168604409 8/25/2017

Puerto Rico Department of Natural and 

Environmental Resources

Carretera 8838, km. 6.3, Sector El 

Cinco, Piso 9

San Juan, 00927, P.R. 7/24/2017 70131710000168604416 7/28/2017

Rhode Island Division of Fish and Wildlife 235 Promenade Street Providence, RI 02908 7/24/2017 70131710000168604423 7/27/2017

South Carolina Department of Natural Resources 1000 Assembly Street Columbia, SC 29201 7/24/2017 70131710000168604430 7/28/2017

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 4200 Smith School Road Austin, TX 78744 7/24/2017 70131710000168604447 7/27/2017

Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries 7870 Villa Park Drive, Suite 400 Henrico, VA, 23228 7/24/2017 70131710000168604454 7/27/2017

Virgin Islands Department of Planning and Natural 

Resources

Cyril E. King Airport

Terminal Building, 2nd Fl.

St. Thomas, V.I. 00802 7/24/2017 70131710000168604461 7/27/2017

Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife 1111 Washington St. SE Olympia, WA 98501 7/24/2017 70131710000168604478 7/28/2017
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